Minneapolis Public Schools

English Learner Services
Multilingual Department

Instruction
& Support
Identification

English
Language
Proficiency

Identification
English Learner (EL) programs promote academic achievement of students who qualify for
English Learner services through research-based instructional strategies, language-rich
learning environments, and affirmation of student, family, and community assets. In
addition, the law requires students who need support in developing academic English get the
instruction they need through a licensed teacher. Below shows how students are identified.

All families fill out a Language Survey to
determine if they have experience with a
language other than English.

Students are assessed to
determine their level of
English.

If student meets
criteria, they qualify for
services and the family
is consulted.
If you have further questions, please contact the EL teacher at your school.

Instruction & Support
EL services are provided to students as part of their classes at school. Students are taught by a
licensed EL teacher. This means that students receive additional support in acquiring the
listening, speaking reading, and writing skills necessary to master the English language.
Families can also receive support from a family outreach specialist to better understand the EL
program and how to be an advocate for their child’s learning.

To measure progress in English
Language Development, students
take an annual assessment in
listening, speaking, reading and
writing. The following fall, parents
receive a score report (see example)
showing their student’s English
proficiency level for each of those
sections, and an Overall proficiency
level calculated from the four other
scores. Proficiency levels are
measured on a scale of 1-6.

Exiting English Learner Services
A student’s EL services will end when they reach an Overall proficiency level of 4.5 on the
ACCESS test, and have a score of 3.5 or higher on at least 3 sections (Reading, Listening,
Speaking, and Writing). Students can receive services for as long as they need the support.

